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Fast Facts
Target Year Levels
P- 4
Learning Areas
The Arts: Drama; Music; Visual Art
English
Art Forms
Drama
Music
Visual Art
General Capabilities
Critical and Creative Thinking
Personal and Social Capability
Literacy
Ethical Understanding
Intercultural Understanding

Conventions & Styles
Drama
Music
Opera
Music Theatre
Themes & Concepts
Friendship
Love
Harmony
Acceptance
Overcoming hardship
Problem solving

Copyright and Photocopying
Photocopying of this resource for classroom use is permitted by educational institutions.
Copyright protects this publication. Except for purposes permitted by the Copyright Act,
reproduction by whatever means is prohibited.
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Learning Areas Content Descriptions
ATTENDING THE PERFORMANCE
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year F: ACELT1577, ACELT1783, ACELT1578,
ACELT1785, ACELT1579
Year 1: ACELT1581; ACELT1585, ACELT1584
Year 2: ACELT1589, ACELT1590, ACELT1591,
ACELT1592
Year 3: ACELT1594, ACELT1596, ACELT1599,
ACELT1600
Year 4: ACELT1602, ACELT1603, ACELT1604,
ACELT1605, ACELT1606
EXTENSION POETRY ACTIVITY
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year 1: ACELT1586: ACELT1832
Year 2: ACELT1593; ACELT1883
Year 3: ACELT1601; ACELT1791
Year 4: ACELT1794
The Arts: Drama | Foundation to Year 4
Years F – 2: ACADRM027; ACADRR030
Years 3 – 4: ACADRM031; ACADRR034
The Arts: Music | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAMUR083; ACAMUM080;
ACAMUM081
Years 3 - 4: ACAMUR087; ACAMUM084;
ACAMUM085
The Arts: Visual Art | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAVAM106; ACAVAM107;
ACAVAR109
Years 3 - 4: ACAVAM110; ACAVAM111;
ACAVAR113
Extension: ACAVAM112
ACTIVITY 1
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year F: ACELT1577, ACELT1783, ACELT1578,
ACELT1785, ACELT1579
Year 1: ACELT1581; ACELT1585, ACELT1584
Year 2: ACELT1589, ACELT1590, ACELT1591,
ACELT1592
Year 3: ACELT1594, ACELT1596, ACELT1599,
ACELT1600
Year 4: ACELT1602, ACELT1603, ACELT1604,
ACELT1605, ACELT1606

ACTIVITY 2
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year F: ACELT1577, ACELT1783, ACELT1578,
ACELT1785, ACELT1579
Year 1: ACELT1581; ACELT1585, ACELT1584
Year 2: ACELT1589, ACELT1590, ACELT1591,
ACELT1592
Year 3: ACELT1594, ACELT1596, ACELT1599,
ACELT1600
Year 4: ACELT1602, ACELT1603, ACELT1604,
ACELT1605, ACELT1606
The Arts: Drama | Foundation to Year 4
Years F – 2: ACADRM027; ACADRR030
Years 3 – 4: ACADRM031; ACADRR034
Extension Activity:
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year 1: ACELT1586: ACELT1832
Year 2: ACELT1593; ACELT1883
Year 3: ACELT1601; ACELT1791
Year 4: ACELT1794
ACELT1580 (for higher years)
The Arts: Visual Art | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAVAM106; ACAVAM107;
ACAVAR109
Years 3 - 4: ACAVAM110; ACAVAM111;
ACAVAR113; ACAVAM112
ACTIVITY 3
The Arts: Music | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAMUR083; ACAMUM080;
ACAMUM081
Years 3 - 4: ACAMUR087; ACAMUM084;
ACAMUM085
ACTIVITY 4
The Arts: Visual Art | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAVAM106; ACAVAM107;
ACAVAR109
Years 3 - 4: ACAVAM110; ACAVAM111;
ACAVAR113
Extension Activity: ACAVAM112

The Arts: Drama | Foundation to Year 4
Years F – 2: ACADRM027; ACADRR030
Years 3 – 4: ACADRM031; ACADRR034
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Dear Educators
This education resource kit has been created to connect the live performance of The Owl and
The Pussycat to your classroom and the National Curriculum and Early Years Framework.
Importantly, there are suggestions on preparing your students to see a Little Match Productions
performance. We have a more relaxed approach than many productions you may have taken
students to before. Please read these before coming to the show.
The learning experiences are intended to be customised. They explore ideas, themes and
learning areas relevant to the production. The activities, games and information may need to be
adapted to suit the curriculum needs, age group and drama experience level of the class group.
There are scaleable extension options for two of the learning experiences. This enables them
to be done either within a class or year level only, across the whole school or include several
schools or the venue in their delivery. Please contact your presenting venue schools coordinator if you wish to get involved further with a larger community project.

Little Match Productions

Home Of Contemporary Musical Performance
At Little Match Productions we tune-in little ears to quality music.
We tell great stories - both re-imagined classics and completely new - with integrity &
contemporary relevance for communities across Queensland and Australia.
Our children’s works are created with our “Hidden Vegetable Art” philosophy which has a focus
on agency for new audiences in their first experiences opera and classical music.
If you would like to know more, we’d love to hear from you. Please contact us directly or visit
our website.

30 SECOND THE OWL &
THE PUSSYCAT TRAILER

ABOUT LITTLE MATCH
PRODUCTIONS 3 MIN INTRODUCTION
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What is Opera?
Opera is a European art form that combines music, singing, instruments, scenery, costumes,
acting, movement and lighting. It began in Italy over 400 years ago and became especially
popular in the 18th and 19th centuries. Basically, opera is a play that is sung.
The composer of the opera takes words from a dramatic story, known as the libretto, and
composes music with singing and instrumental parts together to create the score.
The actors sing or speak their part to the accompaniment of instruments, which is usually an
orchestra. As opera began well before there was amplification and microphones, singers would
need to use their voices in a way so that everyone in the theatre could hear them clearly.
Along with the music from the orchestra, the stage actions and singing work together to
enhance the storytelling. In combination with the set, costumes and lighting, the audience are
transported to another place or time for a grand experience.
The first truly successful opera was called L’Orfeo, composed by Italian composer Claudio
Monteverdi and is still performed regularly today. The four main languages of opera are Italian,
French, German and English, and there are still opera houses running in major cities throughout
the world.

The Operatic Voice
An opera singer usually does not use a microphone, their voice is strong, clear and expressive
enough to be heard at the back of the theatre and over an orchestra. It takes many years for an
operatic singer’s voice to be trained and developed. Many singers do not perform main roles
until in their late 20s.
Opera singers are defined by their voice type, depending on the range of notes they can sing
and their vocal quality. There are six main types of voice for males and females:
Range

Female

Male

High

Soprano

Tenor

Medium

Mezzo-soprano

Baritone

Low

Contralto (alto)

Bass

In this production of The Owl and the Pussycat, three different voice types are used:
Range

Female

High

Soprano (Pussycat)

Medium

Mezzo-soprano (Owl)

Male
Baritone (Moon/Sir Kitty/
Captain Sea Bear/Piggy-wig/Turkey)
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The Owl and The Pussycat
by Edward Lear
i

The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea
In a beautiful pea-green boat,
They took some honey, and plenty of money,
Wrapped up in a five-pound note.
The Owl looked up to the stars above,
And sang to a small guitar,
“O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,
What a beautiful Pussy you are,
You are,
You are!
What a beautiful Pussy you are!”

ii

Pussy said to the Owl, “You elegant fowl!
How charmingly sweet you sing!
O let us be married! too long we have tarried:
But what shall we do for a ring?”
They sailed away, for a year and a day,
To the land where the Bong-Tree grows
And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood
With a ring at the end of his nose,
His nose,
His nose,
With a ring at the end of his nose.

iii

“Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling
Your ring?” Said the Piggy, “I will.”
So they took it away, and were married next day
By the Turkey who lives on the hill.
They dined on mince, and slices of quince,
Which they ate with a runcible spoon;
And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,
They danced by the light of the moon,
The moon,
The moon,
They danced by the light of the moon.
Source: The Random House Book of Poetry for Children (1983)
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About Edward Lear
& Nonsense Literature

Edward Lear (1812 - 1888) was an English artist, illustrator, musician and poet. The Owl and
The Pussycat is his most famous poem and was first published in 1871 in his book Nonsense
Songs, Stories, Botany, and Alphabets.
In nonsense poetry, real-life situations and elements that normally make sense are combined
with elements/situations that do not belong together (thus not making sense). The result are
stories that are humorous, whimsical and often talk about bigger issues. The juxtaposition of
these elements heightens the story, often making it more poignant.
In the history of children’s literature, nonsense verse is vital, in that it represented one of the
first forms of writing that rebelled against the institutionalised and often overtly religious and
moralistic messages of many early works for children. In an era of rapid rise in children’s literacy,
its more pleasure-driven style and ability to confront darker content and imagery appealed
to contemporary audiences. As C. Anita Tarr has asserted, this “rebelliousness in nonsense
allows readers to test adult rules about both language and reality in order to come to terms
with them...we don’t have to assume that playing is a break from learning; instead playing is
learning.”
Other well known nonsense poets include Lewis Carroll, Dr Seuss and Spike Milligan.

Characters
Owl: A grounded and practical optimist full of courage and wisdom
Pussycat: A flighty and playful joker, affectionate and caring
Turkey: A peace-loving hippie bird who loves love and all things ceremonial
Piggy-wig: A fearsome-looking punk pig with a heart of gold and passion for baking
Additional characters in the performance
The Moon: A wise and watchful narrator who lights the way
Sir Kitty: A cantankerous and haughty father with old fashioned views
Captain Sea Bear: A seasoned sailor with an insatiable hunger for honey
2 x Mice: Two cheeky stowaways with sea legs and nautical knowledge
Musical Puffins: Three swanky musicians who make up the Old Pea Green house band
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Synopsis
The world of The Owl and The Pussycat is one of anthropomorphic animals of all kinds. Owl
and Pussycat seek adventure. Along the way, they fall in love, they overcome difficulties and
celebrate through song, dance, food & music.
Owl and Pussycat are the best of friends. They deeply care for each other, protect one another
and share all of life’s challenges together. While they have much in common, they are not the
same species and have many differences. Pussycat’s father, Sir Kitty, does not believe they
should be together and opposes their relationship. Owl and Pussycat decide they must go on
an adventure to find their happiness.
After sailing away, for a year and a day, Owl and Pussycat arrive at Bong Tree Bay where people
of all kinds coexist peacefully. At its heart, The Owl and The Pussycat has themes of harmony &
acceptance. The Owl and The Pussycat are two different species, yet come together as friends
and life partners. They interact peacefully with animals of all kinds.
Little Match Productions adaptation of The Owl and The Pussycat explores the above themes
in depth. This lesson helps students understand how music and words can tell us stories.
Individual songs in the show can be isolated to further explore and analyse these themes with
your class. You can do this before or after attending the show.
SONG
Kitty, Don’t Be Twitty

THEMES & CONCEPTS
Xenophobia, social exclusion, lack of acceptance, conflict
between parent & child.

Honey

Adventure, Understanding, Negotiation, Compromise

Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark

Overcoming fears, supporting your friends

You Get On My Nerves &
Storm

Overcoming anger and frustration, conflict resolution, learning
tolerance, accepting faults in others

Love is a Circle

Love, harmony & commitment

Colour Me In

Acceptance of people who are different, celebrating people’s
differences.

Additional learning resources for this activity including track MP3s will be available here from mid
December 2019
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Preparing Students
To See A Performance

At the theatre - notes for educators.
For some of your students, this may be the first time they have been to the theatre.
Our productions are created with this in mind. We don’t expect our littlest patrons to behave like
they are 60 instead of 6! However, it does help to prepare them first with some expectations.
It is ok for students to wiggle and move if they need to. If you have ASD or differently-abled
students, we suggest they sit somewhere they can move freely. It is ok to leave the audience
and return as suits the child.
In many venues, your students will be sitting on the floor so they are closer to the performers.
This helps our performers interact with students also.
Before the show, we encourage students to engage with the actor on stage. He will guide them
when to settle down. Following this, we ask that students use their best listening ears to hear
the show.
We also ask that students stay on the cushioned area until the end of the performance. At this
time, they are invited to join the performers onstage to dance. Most performances also have the
opportunity to meet the cast after the show.

Describing the performance of
The Owl and The Pussycat to students
The Owl and the Pussycat is a new musical work. It is based on a popular poem, written nearly
150 years ago by English poet Edward Lear. He is famous for writing nonsense poems that
have funny characters and silly words like ‘runcible spoon’ and ‘Bong-tree’.
The Owl and the Pussycat face many obstacles on their adventure across the seas. They must
find courage, determination and trust in each other to succeed on their journey.
In this show, the artists create a magical and exciting world where young sailors experience new
sights and sounds. Listen out for some unusual instruments. Can you hear the bass clarinet, the
vibraphone, a glockenspiel or a ‘whaling’ cello?
The singers have three different voice types. Pussycat is a soprano and she has a very high
voice. Owl is a mezzo-soprano and her voice is a bit lower. The Moon is a baritone which is a
middle male voice. He plays six different characters! Try counting them as they appear in the
story. Can you remember which ones he played?
The set is a giant pea pod-shaped boat and the costumes are inspired by adventurous and
brave women from 100 years ago, like the famous female pilot Amelia Earhart.
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ACTIVITY ONE

Read The Owl and The Pussycat with your class
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year F: ACELT1577, ACELT1783, ACELT1578, ACELT1785, ACELT1579
Year 1: ACELT1581; ACELT1585, ACELT1584
Year 2: ACELT1589, ACELT1590, ACELT1591, ACELT1592
Year 3: ACELT1594, ACELT1596, ACELT1599, ACELT1600
Year 4: ACELT1602, ACELT1603, ACELT1604, ACELT1605, ACELT1606
The Arts: Drama | Foundation to Year 4
Years F – 2: ACADRM027; ACADRR030
Years 3 – 4: ACADRM031; ACADRR034

Reading the poem aloud and talking about the story is the best way to prepare your students
for coming to see the live performance.

Comprehension questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Who were the characters in the poem?
What colour was the boat?
What did Owl & Pussycat take with them on the boat?
What instrument does Owl play?
How long did they sail for?
What does Piggy Wig give the Owl and the Pussycat?
Who marries the Owl & the Pussycat?

Extension Activity
Using the ideas in Edward Lear’s poem, have your students choose two disparate animals for a
magical journey and create their own anthropomorphic world.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Who is in your boat?
Why did you choose these two animals?
Why are they on an adventure?
Where are they sailing to?
What supplies do they take with them?
What do they have in common?
Would they always get along?
What problems would they have sharing such a small boat?
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ACTIVITY TWO
Be a Poet!

English | Foundation to Year 4
Year F: ACELT1577, ACELT1783,
ACELT1578, ACELT1785, ACELT1579
Year 1: ACELT1581; ACELT1585, ACELT1584
Year 2: ACELT1589, ACELT1590,
ACELT1591, ACELT1592
Year 3: ACELT1594, ACELT1596,
ACELT1599, ACELT1600
Year 4: ACELT1602, ACELT1603,
ACELT1604, ACELT1605, ACELT1606
The Arts: Drama | Foundation to Year 4
Years F – 2: ACADRM027; ACADRR030
Years 3 – 4: ACADRM031; ACADRR034

Extension Activity:
English | Foundation to Year 4
Year 1: ACELT1586: ACELT1832
Year 2: ACELT1593; ACELT1883
Year 3: ACELT1601; ACELT1791
Year 4: ACELT1794
ACELT1580 (for higher years)
The Arts: Visual Art | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAVAM106; ACAVAM107;
ACAVAR109
Years 3 - 4: ACAVAM110; ACAVAM111;
ACAVAR113; ACAVAM112

Introduction
Edward Lear (1812 - 1888) was an English artist, illustrator, musician and poet. The Owl and The
Pussycat is his most famous poem, and was first published in 1871 in his book Nonsense Songs,
Stories, Botany, and Alphabets.
In nonsense poetry, real-life situations and elements that normally make sense are combined with
elements/situation that would normally not belong together (thus not making sense). The result
are stories that are humorous, whimsical and often talk about bigger issues. The juxtaposition of
these elements heightens the story, at times making the idea conveyed more poignant. In The Owl
and The Pussycat rhyming, repetition, and made-up words and are also used to create the overall
prosodic effect.
This class is designed to introduce children to writing poetry through examining There Once Was
A Puffin (P-2), or develop their skills further through examining The Owl and The Pussycat (3-4)
Do you want your school students to participate in a poetry competition? See the extension
program at the end of these lesson plan.

Objectives
1) Understand how the shape of Edward Lear’s nonsense poem is created by using:
• juxtaposition
• rhyming words
• made up words
• repetition
2) Use imagination, juxtaposition and rhyming words to write a short poem.

Outcome

A short 4-8 line poem.

Length

45min

Resources Required
From kit: Poems, printable worksheets, powerpoint slides. Teacher to provide: pencils / printouts.
Learning resources for this activity including track MP3s will be available here from mid December 2019
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Outline
2min

Read The Owl and The Pussycat OR There Once Was A Puffin to the class.
Select one paragraph to display on screen (if available)

2min

Qs: Take responses
• What did you notice about the poem?
• Can you name some unusual things that happened in it?
• Why are these things strange?
• What else do you notice about the poem, especially the way it sounds?
• Can you think of some words that rhyme?

5min

What are the parts of a poem?
Each line of poetry is a bit like a short sentence or part of a long sentence. Each line
contains a piece of information, with the next line adding to this information to tell the
story. A verse tells tells us one main idea. The poem rhymes when the last letters of each
line (or every second line) match.
(P-2) This is a verse from There Once Was A Puffin:
Oh, there once was a Puffin
Just the shape of a muffin,
And he lived on an island
In the bright blue sea!
(3-4) This is a verse from The Owl and The Pussycat.
“Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling
Your ring?” Said the Piggy, “I will.”
So they took it away, and were married next day
By the Turkey who lives on the hill.
They dined on mince, and slices of quince,
Which they ate with a runcible spoon;
And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,
They danced by the light of the moon,
The moon,
The moon,
They danced by the light of the moon.
In this example with the students, examine:
• What is the piece of information told in each line?
• What have we learnt from the verse? What is the story telling us?
• Which are the rhyming words?
Offer other examples of rhyming poems if needed.

5min

Development: Divide a whiteboard into 2 sections vertically.
Section 1: Activities
Take suggestions about ordinary things that they did on their weekend. This could be
eating breakfast, going to the museum, playing football, etc. Write these on the RIGHT
hand side of the board.
Section 2: Animals
Next, ask them to think of their favourite animal. Write these on the LEFT side of the
board.
Ask students to look at both lists. Which animals would be really good at which activities?
Which animals would be really funny or strange doing those activities?
What could be a funny or crazy story you could tell with these combinations?
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Task
20min

Student Task: Write a short poem (4 - 8 lines).
Select one activity and one animal.
What story can you tell with them? You can write down your ideas on a piece of paper
first if it helps. Think about telling your story in small parts. If you can try and use rhyming
words for fun!

10min

What did you learn?
Children to read their poems to the class and comment on each other’s work.

Extension Activity
45+min

Illustrate your poem & write it neatly for exhibition display
Poems could be displayed at school or your local theatre or library.
This activity could form a district poetry competition. Please contact your venue
for further information

OUTCOME

Artwork: Illustrated Poem

RESOURCES
REQUIRED

A3 cartridge paper, A6 white paper, various coloured paper, pencils, markers,
scissors, textas, glue sticks.

TASK

Use an A6 sheet of white paper to neatly write out your poem. If you have a
really long poem a larger sheet may be needed!
Create a simple collage with coloured paper to make a background on the A3
cartridge paper. Think about where your poem is set!
Using more sheets of A6 paper, draw / collage your characters, then cut them
out. Do you need anything else in your picture to tell the story? Make / draw
these elements on separate pieces of paper too. Keep all your pictures in a safe
place. So you don’t lose them whilst working.
Arrange your poem and picture pieces on your background. Glue in place
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There Once Was A Puffin
by Florence Page Jaques
Oh, there once was a Puffin
Just the shape of a muffin,
And he lived on an island
In the bright blue sea!
He ate little fishes,
That were most delicious,
And he had them for supper
And he had them for tea.
But this poor little Puffin,
He couldn’t play nothin’,
For he hadn’t anybody
To play with at all.
So he sat on his island,
And he cried for awhile, and
He felt very lonely,
And he felt very small.
Then along came the fishes,
And they said, “If you wishes,
You can have us for playmates,
Instead of for tea!”
So they now play together,
In all sorts of weather,
And the Puffin eats pancakes,
Like you and like me.
Source: The Big Golden Book of Poetry by Jane Werner Watson (1947)
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ACTIVITY THREE
Be a Performer!

The Arts: Music | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAMUR083; ACAMUM080; ACAMUM081
Years 3 - 4: ACAMUR087; ACAMUM084; ACAMUM085

Introduction
The thought of going to an opera can seem like a daunting experience. However, by
deconstructing and learning some of the score, the performance and music can suddenly
become accessible and an opportunity for rich engagement.
This activity helps students to examine two character songs from the show, one focussing on
melody and the other on rhythm.
NOTE: This class is best delivered prior to seeing The Owl and The Pussycat. Whist it
can be done post show, it will build better engagement with the production when these two key
characters’ songs are already familiar. It is encouraged that students join in singing during the
performance with any sections known.

Objectives
1) Learn about character roles and songs in theatre with music
2) Listen to recording of the music and analyse:
• Characterisation
• Dramatic Purpose
• Musical elements
• Instrumentation
3) Learn the different musical elements of the sheet music
4) Apply this understanding by performing the music from the show

Outcome

Ability to perform two songs from the production.

Resources Required
From kit: Sheet music, printable worksheets, mp3 files (with and without vocals)
Learning resources for this activity including track MP3s will be available here from mid December 2019
Teacher to provide: printouts / audio tracks / speaker for audio tracks / instruments / sheet music

Length

45min
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Outline 1: Kitty, Don’t Be Twitty
A

2min

What is a character song?
When you see an opera, play or musical, there are often ‘character roles’. Rather than
romantic leads, they are supporting, featured comic roles, villains, or off-beat secondary
parts. Their songs often:
•
•
•
•
•

Quickly express what kind of person they are
Detail their relationship with the main characters
Create an obstacle or solution in the story
Have a narrative role in moving along the story
Provide a light and comical moment in the show

The character roles are in the original text or created by the Writer/Librettist. These roles
are essential for creating interesting and funny moments in the shows and often provide
important turns in the story.

B

2min

Let’s investigate the supporting characters
List down all the supporting characters from the production - Moon, Sir Kitty Cat,
Captain Sea Bear, Mice, Piggy-wig, Turkey and Puffin Band. Also list the titles of the two
character song to learn, ‘Honey’ & ‘Kitty, Don’t Be Twitty’. With the students, match the
songs to their characters.
Ask the following questions:
• Who do you think would sing each song? Why?
• What might the song be about?
• Will that song be an obstacle or a solution?

C

5min

Listen to ‘Kitty, Don’t Be Twitty’

D

5min

Development - Examine the character
1) Take suggestions from students about the character:
•
•
•

What kind of character are they? Eg. How old are they? Are they comical? Are they
a villain?
Which lead character are they related to? Owl or Pussycat?
Is the song creating an obstacle or a solution?

2) Take suggestions from students about the music:
•
•
•
•
•

How does the music represent this character? - The music isn’t lyrical at all. It
is rhythmic and march-like. The playing and rapping is detached and jagged,
representing his uptight nature and displeasure
What type of voice can you hear? - Male / Baritone
Are they singing in an accent? - Yes, upper class British
Are there any other effects the character is doing? Eg. Stuttering
What instruments can you hear? - Voice, Bass Clarinet, Cello, Percussion (wood
block, kick drum, vibraphone)
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Task 1: Kitty, Don’t Be Twitty
10min

Student Task: Learn the Rap (P-2)
Use the simplified sheet music supplied to teach the rhythm of the rap by rote. Older
students may use lyric sheets
Perform along with the vocal mp3 track
Perform with the karaoke / backing track.

20min

Student Task: Learn the rap (3-4)
Use the simplified sheet music supplied to learn the vocal and instrumental parts with
notation. Either:
A) Learn and perform just the vocal part with the backing track
To extend:
• pay attention to the accents
• incorporate the dynamics
• Ensure there are rests/silences where marked
• Add in the other articulation (tenuto, slides)
• create word stresses and variation in pitch to be more expressive
AND/OR
B) Learn and perform the vocal part (with above suggestions) and optional
accompanying simplified percussion parts.
• Use any tuned and auxiliary percussion as available
• Note: the bass clarinet part is substituted with a percussion part
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Outline 2: Honey
A&B 4min

Follow steps A&B from Outline 1

C

2min

Listen to ‘Honey’

D

10min

Development - Examine the character
1) Take suggestions from students about the character:
•
•
•

What kind of character are they? Eg. How old are they? Are they comical? Are they
a villain?
Which lead character are they related to? Owl or Pussycat? Both?
Is the song creating an obstacle or a solution? Does the song push the narrative
along?

2) Take suggestions from students about the music:
•

•
•
•
•

How does the music represent this character? - Is the music is lyrical / light / happy.
Does it sound like a march or a dance? The singing is smooth and beautiful. The
playing is bouncy, representing the dance-like quality of the song and the general
playfulness/happiness of the character.
What type of voice can you hear? - Male / Baritone
Are they singing in an accent? - Yes, Scottish vs Pirate
Are there any other effects the character is doing? Eg. Word-painting with ‘ha ha ha
honey’
What instruments can you hear? - Voice, Clarinet, Cello, Percussion (Glockenspiel,
cowbell, cymbal, vibraphone, vibraslap)
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Task 2: Honey
10min

Student Task: Learn the Melody (P-2)
Use the simplified sheet music supplied to teach the melody by rote. Older students may use
lyric sheets.
A) Perform along with the vocal mp3 track
B) Perform with the karaoke / backing track
(Note: the melody has been simplified for younger students)

20min

Student Task: Learn the Music (3-4)
Use the simplified sheet music supplied to learn the vocal and instrumental parts with
notation. Either:
C) Learn and perform just the vocal part with the backing track
To extend:
• add in all articulation
• incorporate the dynamics
• Sing the original melody with melismas
AND/OR
D) Learn and perform the ‘Honey’ vamp section with vocals and optional accompanying
simplified percussion parts.
• Use any tuned and auxiliary percussion as available
• Investigate what a ‘vamp’ is in musical theatre - Why would we need to ‘vamp’?
• Definition of ‘vamp’ - a composed or improvised passage of music (usually short)
accompanying a solo voice or action on stage, which is repeated for some dramatic
purpose & until the performer is ready

20

Meet the Artists

ALICIA CUSH Creative Producer

KATHRYN MARQUET Librettist

I love being a Creative Producer. My job
is to organise all the right people to be in
the right place, at the right time. I make
sure that everything runs smoothly and
that the show makes it onto the stage.
The best thing about being an artist is
you never know what crazy adventure is
just around the corner. It’s a very exciting
and unpredictable life!

I make theatre because I love telling stories
and seeing them come to life on stage. I
like making people laugh and getting them
to think in new ways. My job is to write
the story, libretto (song lyrics), and text for
the opera. I thought I would be a zoologist
when I grew up. I am a playwright and
actor instead! The best thing about being
a playwright is getting to use my voice to
make a difference in the world.

LISA CHENEY Composer

IRENA LYSIUK Pussycat

I love being a composer! I write music
because nothing feels more amazing
than creating something new and then
hearing it come to life. In my job a lot of
the hard work happens alone, which is
why it’s so much fun to work with other
talented musicians and artists. I don’t
expect everyone to love all the sounds I
create, but I always hope that the music
I compose inspires listeners to feel
something unique, to be challenged or
taken on a journey.

I am an Opera singer from Brisbane
who studied at the Queensland
Conservatorium of Music. The best thing
about my job is I get to put on many
different costumes and make up and
transform into a different person, or in
this case into an animal! I have always
wanted to be a singer and now I get to
do what I love everyday.
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Biographies cont.

DR BRIDGET BOYLE Director

PENNY CHALLEN Designer

I love being a director. I make theatre
because it is so much fun to entertain
people. I like to help the audience
imagine what it might be like to be
another person by understanding their
story. My job is to bring together all the
parts of the story and make sure that
they make sense and are enjoyable for
an audience. I work with the actors to
help them move their bodies and use
their voices to make the story clear and
entertaining.

I love telling stories with music and with art.
I work with the director to imagine what
the characters and set might look like. I
imagine how we would like the audience
to feel. I then come up with ways to create
that experience. I work with a lot of people
behind the scenes - costume makers, set
builders, prop makers, lighting designers,
technical managers. It takes a lot of people
to build a show!

JACKSON MCGOVERN Moon/Sir Kitty/
Piggy-Wig/Turkey/Mice/Sea Bear

SARAH MURR Owl

The best thing about being an actor
is the joy that can be found in playing
and storytelling. Human beings have a
fundamental need to both tell and be told
stories, and theatre and music are both
such wonderful (and fun!!) platforms for
that.

he best thing about being a performer is
the many different characters I get to play
and the stories I’m lucky enough to tell. Not
only do I wake up and do what I love every
day but I also get to travel the world, meet
amazing people and wear some pretty
funky costumes along the way!
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ACTIVITY FOUR

Be a Costume Designer!
The Arts: Visual Art | Foundation to Year 4
Years F - 2: ACAVAM106; ACAVAM107; ACAVAR109
Years 3 - 4: ACAVAM110; ACAVAM111; ACAVAR113
Extension: ACAVAM112

Introduction
Designing costumes for performers is not just about making fun clothes (though it is certainly a lot
of fun!). The costume designers job is to understand who the characters are in the story, work out
what things are special about that character, and to use their clothes to try and help the audience
understand them better. Working with the actor and the director, they also make choices about
how they want their characters to be in order to tell the story their own way.
This class helps children to examine text and narrative through characters, and apply their
understandings through visual expression
NOTE: This class is best delivered prior to seeing The Owl and The Pussycat. Whist it can be
done post show, it is easier for children to come up with original ideas have not already seen the
actual costume designs from the show. If doing this activity post show, consider substituting with
a different poem / story.
Do you want your school students to design and make their own Book Week costumes?
See the extension program at the end of this lesson plan.

Objectives
1) Learn how to be a detective and examine a poem (text analysis) to find details about characters
using:
• Who
• What
• When
• Where
• Why
2) Use their imagination to choose what matters to their character in how they would tell the story
3) Apply this understanding by designing a character (P-2) or a costume design (3-4)

Outcome

A3 drawing & notes detailing their character / costume design

Resources Required
From kit: Poems, printable worksheets, powerpoint slides.
Learning resources for this activity will be available here from mid December 2019
Teacher to provide: pencils / drawing / art materials, printouts
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Outline
A

2min

What is costume design?
When you see a movie or a play, the clothes the actors are wearing are called
costumes. A costume tell us a lot about:
•
•
•
•

Who the character is
What they are doing at that moment, like to do or maybe do for a job
When the character lived
Where they come from

Together, this information can help us understand why they are doing the things they are
in the story.
The person who decides what this costume should look like is called a costume
designer. By reading the story, they figure out have to be a detective when reading the
play or script

B

8min

Let’s be detectives - asking Why questions.
With the students, look at 2 slides provided of different characters from books / movies.
Ask the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•

Who do you think this is?
What is their job or do they like doing? Why? What part of their clothes tells you
that?
When do you think they lived? Are the from now or the olden days? What part of
their clothes tells you that?
Where do they come from? Why? What part of their clothes tells you that?
What else can you tell about this person from their clothes?

C

5min

Read the poem

D

5min

Development
1. Divide a whiteboard into 4 sections vertically.
2. Ask the students to name the characters.
3. Title each section with a character: Owl, Pussycat, Piggy-wig, Turkey
4.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Take suggestions from students about the characteristics of each:
How old do you think they are?
What do they like to eat?
What do they like to do?
What things might they be carrying?
Is it hot or cold where they are?
Where do you think they come from?
What kind of person do you think they are? Are they serious, funny etc.
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Task 2: Honey
20min

Student Task: Design a character (P-2)
Select one of the characters.
(A) Answer the following questions (as per worksheet)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are they wearing warm clothes or is the weather hot?
What do they like to do most?
What do you think they are wearing?
What colours are their clothes?
Do they have shoes or bare feet? If they have shoes what kind are they?
Are they wearing something on their head?

(B) Do a drawing of what you think they look like. You can include items they might be using
also. We call these props.

Student Task: Design a costume (3-4)
Select one of the characters.
(A)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Answer the following questions (as per worksheet)
Are they wearing warm clothes or is the weather hot?
What do they like to do most? How can you show this in a costume?
What do you think they are wearing?
What colours are their clothes?
Do they have shoes or bare feet?
Are they wearing something on their head?
Is there anything special about what they are wearing?

(B) Using the costume design template, design a costume for you to wear so you can look
like your character. Think about how you would make it. What materials would you use? Write
notes on your drawing to describe this.
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Activity Extension - About
The purpose of this extension is twofold:
• Helping schools connect Book Week costumes back to books students are actually reading!
• Empowering students to imagine, design and build their own costumes themselves.
So often time-poor parents grab a cheap ready-made superhero costumes which don’t relate to
books or have had no creative input from the students. Other times they are made by a parent
with very little involvement from the student to problem solve the outfit. Let’s bring back kids
ingenuity!
Please note that where possible the design and making components of the task should be lead
by an art teacher. Responses to students ideas should be creative and very flexible! Teacher aide
and/or additional parental involvement in the classroom is advised.

Additional Objectives
4) Implement their ideas practically in the construction of a costume they can wear.
5) Develop confidence in their creativity though sharing their costumes with other students,
educators and carers in a costume parade.

Outcome

A costume designed and made by the student presented in a costume parade.

Resources Required
From kit: Poems, printable worksheets, powerpoint slides.
Learning resources for this activity will be available here from mid December 2019
Teacher to provide: pencils / drawing / art materials, printouts
Materials should be kept simple - coloured paper, kraft paper, newspaper, old magazines, cardboard
etc. so kids can make their costumes themselves. Gluesticks, tape, string, hole punches and staplers
are great options. Be creative! If possible additional recycled materials are great.

Outline & Task
Over the term, ask students to select their favourite book or poem to bring to school to share with the
class. Have them describe their favourite character in the book in as much detail as possible.
Towards the end of this process, follow the class outline through to the TASK section.
Children should then complete the TASK using their selected character.
Students should then share their designs with the class. The educator should then consult with the
children as a group about how they could be made.
The consultation part of the process is important! Making techniques should be incorporated / applied
by the educator in such a way to ensure the students are involved in suggesting ideas for solving
construction challenges. Additional materials can be collected after this process.
Making should take place on a different day from designing.
A costume parade could follow immediately after to avoid storage / damage issues.
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Contact
ARTOUR
Joanne Curry & Tanya Malouf
Tour Producer
07 3872 9042
PO Box 116
Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
hello@artour.com.au
artour.com.au
WEBSITE
https://www.littlematchproductions.com/the-owl-the-pussycat
SOCIAL LINKS
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hootandmeow/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/hootandmeow/

