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About Charlotte’s Web
Synopsis
Our hero, a little pig named Wilbur, braves his new world forming friendships and
warming hearts through his adventures, learning about life and death, miracles,
loyalty and trust.
Filled with wide-eyed innocence, Wilbur - the runt of the litter - bonds with the
farmer's daughter Fern, growing into a terrific, radiant little pig. He finds his new
home is filled with barnyard characters, including the gluttonous rat Templeton,
chatty goose and bleak sheep.
Wilbur forms an unlikely friendship with Charlotte the spider. Their bond inspires the
animals around them to come together as a family. When she gets word that
Wilbur's days are numbered, Charlotte hatches a plan spinning her miracle to save
his life.
Charlotte's Web is an enchanting children's favourite based on the beloved book by
E.B. White.
Play Duration:
Suitability:

55 mins
Ideal for Students Years 2 to 4, children and their families.

About the Author
E.B. White
The parents of E.B. White named him Elwyn Brooks White. However, he did not
appreciate the name Elwyn and in college, acquired the nickname Andy, a name he
used for the rest of his life.
His early career was spent as a journalist, landing a position with The New Yorker
magazine in 1927. He passion for writing saw him take on a extra literary projects
resulting in popular books for children, Stuart Little (1945) and Charlotte’s Web
(1952).
Near the end of the 1930’s, E.B. White and his family were spending time at their
Maine farmhouse. White saw an industrious spider spinning an egg sac in the barn.
It inspired the story of Charlotte’s Web, a tale of friendship between Wilbur the pig
and Charlotte the spider.
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About RAVA Productions
RAVA Productions is a collaboration between arts industry
professionals Ruth Atkinson and Alison Vallette who join
forces to produce live theatre readily accessible to audiences in regional and remote
Queensland and suitable for a variety of venues.
RAVA Productions works to identify emerging professional artists connected to the
Darling Downs area, building opportunities for them to extend their experience and
connecting them to industry career pathways.
Alison Vallette is a director/choreographer with professional dance credentials,
having danced internationally and performed in touring music theatre productions
that toured the United Kingdom, Europe and Australia. She has directed major
musicals including Mary Poppins, Wicked and Kinky Boots. Alison is Principal of
Dance Central in Toowoomba.
Ruth Atkinson is a creative producer and presenter with experience across venue
management, programming and marketing for the Empire Theatre Toowoomba,
QUT Gardens Theatre, as Director of the Judith Wright Centre of Contemporary Arts
in Brisbane and most recently, as Co-Director for the Curious Arts Festival.

Themes and Curriculum Links
Story Themes:
Friendship, loyalty, acceptance of differences, living a full life, loss and grief

Primary:
Literacy, Storytelling, Play building, Design, Personal and Social Capabilities

Secondary:
Children’s Theatre, Transforming text to stage, Ensemble Theatre, Design
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Pre-Performance Activities
Introduction to characters
The key characters in Charlotte’s Web are Wilbur the Pig and Charlotte the Spider.
This play, adapted from the classic story, casts supporting characters as Templeton
the Rat, Fern, Goose, Gander and The Old Sheep. During the play, the cast take on
various roles. Students will see Mr Zuckerman, Lurvy, Avery, Mr Arable and a
number of other minor characters.
Discuss what students know about the main characters.
Wilbur is a curious and kind pig who is shown kindness by others without his asking.
How is this going to affect the choices he makes?
Charlotte shows compassion and kindness even though she is rejected by others.
How does her strength of character affect the choices she makes? How will others
be changed by the character she displays?
Discuss some of the character traits of other characters they will see in the
play:
Templeton the Rat: greedy, sneaky, selfish
Fern: bold, loving, strong
Goose and Gander: excited, quirky, devoted parents
The Old Sheep: grumpy, tired, impatient
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Theatre Etiquette
It’s exciting to go to your first live performance! Live theatre can be quite unfamiliar
for students and it’s important they know it’s OK to respond and react to what’s
happening on stage. Being in an audience is a different experience to watching a
television show or even going to the movies.
Live theatre is at its best when it draws a reaction from the audience. It’s OK to clap,
laugh, cry, and interact with performers. Some behaviours may be disruptive and
spoil the experience for the student and those around them in the theatre. Students
might be surprised how much the actors on stage might see them in the audience
and feel their energy and excitement from the auditorium.

Construct a T-Chart of Expected and Unexpected behaviour during
a live performance
Things to include:
Expected: laughing, applauding, sitting still and quietly so others can see and not be
distracted, questions at the end, Following instructions
Unexpected: Chatting, eating and drinking (it can be very noisy!), moving about
(unless it’s an EMERGENCY! Then it’s quick and quiet), using mobile phones or
have them ringing, filming, photography particularly using flash, kicking chairs or
backs of seats, touching theatre equipment or going onstage uninvited.

What can we expect from the play
Teachers can construct a list of different jobs performed by different members of the
production team.
Often, theatre spaces are darkened so that the stage lights can help the audience
feel like they are in the story. Sometimes there are loud sounds from speakers to
help tell the story, like thunder or crashing.
Actors have worked very hard in many rehearsals to find the best way to tell the
story of their characters and will do their very best to perform energetically every
time.
Technicians have worked very hard to make sure the sound and lights are suitable
for each different venue and spend many hours outside of the actual play preparing
everything and re-packing at the end!
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Stage managers are a very important part of the team who make sure everything is
running smoothly from the moment they arrive hours before the play starts until the
moment they leave long after it finishes.
Directors work with actors and the rest of the team to develop a consistent story.
They see what the play looks like as it is being developed and help performers find
ideas that work well.
Producers find the resources to help fund the production, supporting the creative and
pulling together the logistics including technical specifications, marketing materials
and other schedules. They liaise and organize venues and work with communities to
share the production the team has made.

What’s on a Farm
Review what students know
about a working farm.
What types of animals would we
see there? If animals could talk to
each other, what types of
conversations would they have.
Students could create a fourpanel comic strip of a
conversation between animals
about a new animal arriving on
their farm.
Would the animals be nervous? Cranky? Excited? What are the things about their
character that would influence their words?
Use these four-panel comics to create a dialogue, both as a script and as a piece of
writing that includes speech marks.
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Diorama Design Brief
Design artists have very specific briefs of what they need to include in a set. For
Charlotte’s Web, the RAVA team needed to design a set that could be moved by
actors on stage. Its needed to be flexible and portable to be easily transportable
from small community halls to larger theatre venues.
Using shoeboxes as a stage space, students choose and construct a scene from
Charlotte’s Web.
Stage floors and curtaining will be different in different venues. How can they create
a set that could easily be rearranged AND stored easily to move to a different
venue?

What materials would students need to construct a movable set? (card, glue,
pens/pencils/paint, sticky, tack, cloth etc)
Which scene are they presenting? How will the actors move through the scene?
What lighting could be used to help the mood? Where would we find Charlotte’s
Web on the set?
One of the biggest challenges in the play is making changes to the words Charlotte
spins on the web. How can the web be moved and changed? What are ways to
change words seen on the web?
The RAVA team would LOVE to see some of the work made by your students!
Share photos with us via Facebook #ravaproductions or send to our email
ravaproductionstmba@gmail.com
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Who’s in your team?
Teachers may discuss with their students the support networks they have around
them.
Not only do the characters in Charlotte’s Web provide Wilbur with encouragement
and challenges, but the members of a production team – the actors, technical crew,
directors, and stage manager – also depend on each other to bring the show
elements together at the right time. In a successful play, the team must be able to
trust each other, and everybody must be responsible for their different roles.
Wilbur meets a number of friends who encourage him to persevere.
What does it mean to persevere? Who are those around you who help you
persevere? How can you encourage others when they are feeling overwhelmed?
Charlotte is a loyal and wise friend.
How important is loyalty in a friendship?
Does loyalty mean always agreeing with somebody?
How can you be a good friend
to somebody even if there are
big differences between you?
The actors in a play must
depend on each other while
they are performing.
Why is it important for them to
depend on each other?
What are some of the things
you know you can depend on
from important people in your
life?
Why is it important to be
trustworthy in what you do?
With students, construct a list
of positive values along with a list of those in their support network who display those
values. This may be challenging for many students, in which case support will need
to be given to see the potential networks they may build.
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Post-Performance Activities
Retell the story from another character’s point of view
Charlotte’s Web presents a story from an observer’s point of view. Most of the action
follows Wilbur and Charlotte.
However, each character has their own point of view of the events of the story. They
each have things that they do before and after their scenes.
Students pick a character and retell the story from that character’s point of
view.
Did that character go to the fair? Do they live in the Barn? What settings has that
character been in? Does the character know all of the other characters in the story?
Does that character know everything that happened to Wilbur?

Character Analysis and Comparison
Students analyse the differences and similarities of characters described in the book,
how they are adapted for the play and how they are interpreted for the movie.
Which characters were most different? Which were the same? Which characters do
you wish were included? Give evidence and support for your ideas.

What happens next?
A character’s story continues after the resolution.
At the conclusion of Charlotte’s Web, some wonderful new characters are
introduced.
Write a story based on the new characters and the lessons they need to learn about
inclusion and friendship.
How do the old characters help teach the lessons they learned themselves?
What new characters might arrive on Zuckermann’s Farm?
How can the animals in the Barn help the new characters to fit in?
What is the next chapter for a story told from the Barn?
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Show Review
After the show, ask students to write their own review.
What were the best parts of Charlotte’s Web?
Why did you like them?
Who was your favourite character and why?
What made you laugh?
What would you change about the show or the story?
If you could perform in the show, which character would you want to be?
What is the moral of the story or the message you take from the play?
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MORE ABOUT CHARLOTTE’S WEB
Acknowledgements
Director: Alison Vallette
Performers:
Harrison Paroz (Wilbur the Pig),
Sita Walker (Charlotte the Spider)
Jacob Watton (Templeton the Rat, Lurvy),
Courtney Wagner (Fern, Goose),
Allana Noyes (Narrator, Gander),
Mike Escober (Mr Zuckerman, Old Sheep)
Stage Manager: Angela Ponting
Lighting Design: Tom Panitz
Creative Producer and Sound Design: Ruth Atkinson
Produced by RAVA Productions
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES
Harrison Paroz (Wilbur the Pig) is a professional musician, born and raised in Toowoomba.
He is always looking to add strings to his bow, currently working as a guitar teacher, drama
facilitator, and karaoke host, along with regular acoustic gigs on the side. He has been
involved in theatre for most of his life, with highlights including playing ‘Barfeé’ in Shoebox
Theatre Company’s production of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and his
involvement with the Empire Theatre’s IMPACT Ensemble from 2012 to 2016. He is
unbelievably chuffed to be playing Wilbur, and hopes audiences enjoy this radiant show.

Sita Walker (Charlotte the Spider) is a writer, actor, singer and teacher. She has a
Diploma of Musical Theatre from Central Queensland Conservatorium, a Bachelor of
Music majoring in classical voice from USQ, and a Bachelor of Education from QUT.
Sita has had extensive involvement with the Toowoomba cultural scene, particularly
through the Empire Theatre, featuring in many plays and musicals, as an actor and
creative. Sita completed a directing apprenticeship under Lewis Jones, and went on
to be assistant director for Water Wars at La Boite Roundhouse Theatre, Brisbane.
Recently, Sita performed in a cabaret showcase for the Empire’s 20 th Anniversary
celebrations, and was voiceover artist for Triptik’s dance production of Mother. Sita
now teaches Drama and English Literature at Mansfield State High School. She is
delighted to be playing the role of Charlotte in RAVA’s debut production of
Charlotte’s Web, bringing a favourite childhood character to life for a new generation.
Jacob Watton (Templeton the Rat) is a Queensland based, independent artist working
between Brisbane and Toowoomba. Jacob graduated with first class honours from QUT’s
Bachelor of Fine Arts (Hons) program majoring in Dance Performance in 2017. He has
worked broadly as a choreographer, performer, producer, rehearsal director and teaching
artist. Some of his highlights include touring his choreography to Austria (1:1 at the Ars
Electronica Festival) and South Korea (And JULIET and 9 To Forever at the Busan
International Dance Festival). Jacob has worked with RAVA Productions since 2018
premiering the character of Templeton in their 2018, 2019, and 2021 touring productions of
Charlotte’s Web. Jacob recently premiered his comedy/technology production, Alexa, Turn
on the Lights, at the Toowoomba Curious Arts Festival in October 2020.
Allana Noyes (Narrator, Gander, Carter, Uncle, President of the Fair) graduated with an
honours degree in Drama from the University of Queensland. She works as a Speech and
Drama Examiner for the Australian Music Examination Board, conducts her own private
drama studio and teaches private speech and drama at Fairholme College. As an actor,
Allana has toured with the Queensland Arts Council, performed in a number of
Shakespearean productions with Trocadero Productions and since moving to Toowoomba,
has performed in a number of Empire Theatre productions. She very much looks forward to
being a part of Charlotte’s Web.
Courtney Wagner (Fern) grew up in Toowoomba loving the Arts since the age 11. She
studied a Bachelor of Creative Arts Majoring in Acting at the University of Southern
Queensland (USQ). She performed in many USQ stage productions such as in
2016; iOthello as Lago, Tartuffe as Elmire and Look Back In Anger as Helena. Her 2017
stage credits include Smack as Amy and a filmed version of Romeo and Juliet as
Nurse/Priest/Benvolio. In 2018 she appeared in the SBS TV series The Family Law. Using
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her skills in drama, she facilitates drama workshops around regional Queensland. In 2019
she performed in La Boite Theatre’s Twenty One: a series of monologues by Brisbane
emerging artists. Her passion grows for the Arts each year and she is so excited to hit the Stages
again in Charlotte’s Web!

Mike Escober (Sheep, Mr Zuckerberg) is a frequent contributor to the local Toowoomba
stage. He has performed been seen as Boq in Wicked and Sam Carmichael in
Mamma Mia (Empire Theatre Productions) and Chip in 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee (Shoebox Theatre Company). Michael pays the mortgage working as a teacher in
Toowoomba primary schools. Charlotte's Web provides a great opportunity for him to
feature a range of characters and to present one of his favourite stories to a broader
community.
Angela Ponting (Stage Manager) is a jack of all trades, master of some. With a Bachelor
of Theatre Arts in Stage Management and Technical Production (2007) from the University
of Southern Queensland, she works professionally as a designer and stage manager, as
well as a writer, performer and assistant director. Her most recent credits include QPAC
Stage Manager; Women in Voice 2019 (Director Mentee); Becoming Bill, Old Fashioned
Production Company (Stage Manager); Charlotte’s Web, RAVA Productions (Stage
Manager); Curious Arts Festival 2019 & 2020 Toowoomba (Stage Manager); Kinky Boots,
Empire Theatre (Assistant Director). She wrote her debut cabaret, Smiling at Strangers,
presenting it as part of 2017 Homegrown Series. Working with her collaborative partner,
Harrison Paroz, she is in development of a new cabaret Please Swipe Right and will take the
role “Mole” for RAVA Productions new interpretation of Wind in the Willows in March 2021.
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Alison Vallette: RAVA Productions Director/Choreographer
Alison has a long background in classical ballet and musical
theatre commencing her professional career at aged
10. She has danced in many productions both in Australia
and overseas, including working for Cameron Macintosh in
Oklahoma both National tour and London West End. Alison
returned to Australia where she toured with “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” for Bill Kenwright
Productions.
Her dramatic credits include Gwennie – “Under Milk Wood”
Louise – “Carousel”, Alice – “Go Ask Alice” Louise Beauchamp – “Night of the Ding
Dong” U/S Ado Annie and Aunt Ella - “Oklahoma!” Justine – “Cosi” and Kate in
“Sylvia”. Her choreographic credits to date include “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat”, “West Side Story”, Oklahoma”, “Jesus Christ Superstar”,
“Sweet Charity” ,“Beauty and the Beast”, ”Cabaret”, “25 th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee”, “Singin in the Rain”, "Spamalot" "The Boy from Oz", "Phantom of the
Opera" & Esgee’s Pirates of Penzance . Her directorial credits include "Cats",
"Hairspray", "The Wizard of Oz", "Mary Poppins" and “Wicked” for Empire Theatre.
Ruth Atkinson: RAVA Productions Creative Producer
Ruth was Director at the Judith Wright Centre of
Contemporary Arts (2008-2016), where she founded the
Fresh Ground artist-in-residence program aimed at the
development of contemporary performances by
Queensland artists. As well as Creative Producer of RAVA
Productions, Ruth is working with two regional artist
collectives under her Higher Ground project, supported by
USQ Artsworx and made possible by the Regional Arts
Fund and is co-Director for the 2019 Curious Arts Festival.
Ruth's career began directing television productions and radio programming before segueing
to performing arts tour management for the Northern Australian Regional Performing Arts
Centres Association (NARPACA now known as Stage Queensland). Her career continued
to grow through arts marketing, venue programming and event management roles at Empire
Theatre Toowoomba, QUT Garden’s Theatre and QUT Art Museum. She is currently
Managing Director of Visual Focus, an audio-visual integration company based in
Toowoomba. She holds an MBA and Post Graduate qualification in Arts and Cultural
Management from Uni SA and a Bachelor of Business (Marketing) from CQU.
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Connect with RAVA Productions

www.ravaproductions.com.au
www.facebook.com/RAVAProductions

Give us your Feedback
We’re always keen to hear feedback from our audiences, from students and from
teachers. It helps us to grow and adapt to deliver the best arts experiences for
schools and teachers.
We also love to hear good news stories from students, learn how the show had
impact and what students thought, what they took away from the production. If you
want to share some of their creative work inspired from their visit to the theatre, we’d
love to see it.

Please send your feedback to:
RAVAProductionsTmba@gmail.com
Please make sure you add the name of your school, student class details and an
email address for return contact.

Thank you
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